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Table 1: COVID-19
Cases by Country
as of June 22, 2020

1. Introduction
TradeMark East Africa works closely with Government and Private Sector partners 
across the region. The following is a weekly compilation of the dynamic situation on the 
ground due to the current COVID-19 crisis. TMEA has captured daily updates as they 
became known to us through our partner contacts, as well as from media reports (links 
provided). Please note that TMEA has not independently verified the media reports, and 
that the details below change rapidly and may become obsolete or overtaken by events 
as quickly as it is distributed.

2.6  CEOs of the Private Sector Associations in the EAC met on June 9 to 
discuss the ongoing border issues. The meeting agreed that the East
African Business Council (EABC) and National focal points should 
enhance advocacy efforts on the free movement of cargo and organise 
border visits to assess the situation at the borders. EABC noted TMEA’s 
journey management system/electronic cargo tracking that had been 
endorsed by EAC ministers the previous week.

2.1  Disputes over the authenticity of tests is have been the major factor in continued 
tensions between EAC neighbours, especially Kenya and Tanzania. More than 100 
Kenyan lorries were impounded by Tanzanian authorities at the Isebania border 
since 9TH June. Frustrated drivers have threatened to stage a protest, appealing to 
the Kenyan government to intervene since some of the cargo included highly
perishable goods like fish, and that they risked incurring heavy losses. Story here. 
Kenyan Cabinet Secretary for EAC Affairs and Regional Development, Adan 
Mohamed, spoke to the media about the situation and EAC response on June 14TH. 
Watch here. On 15TH June, normal border operations at Namanga resumed smoothly 
with Tanzania agreeing to have drivers subjected to testing by Kenyan health
officials. On 18TH June, reports noted a fresh agreement for joint testing at border 
points rather than at points of departure. Story here.

2. Overview

2.3  TMEA is supporting the Kenyan Ministry of Transport with the 
upgrade of an access road at the Malaba border point to ease traffic 
congestion that has been made worse by coronavirus. In recent weeks, 
truck drivers have been stuck in traffic stretching 40km along the a  
due to lengthy wait for results of the Covid-19 test that is mandatory 
before crossing the border. Story here.

2.2  On June 16TH TMEA and the European Union signed a €5 million 
agreement to support the Safe Trade Emergency Facility, in the 
presence of the Cabinet Secretary for Industry, Trade & Co-opera-
tives, Betty Maina, and the Secretary for EAC Affairs & Regional 
Development, Adan Mohamed. The funds from the European Union 
will fund the Kenyan component of the programme making the EU 
the largest donor to the programme. More here.

2.4  East Africa member states are set to roll out digital Covid-19-free 
certificates to eliminate the possibility of truck drivers using fake
documents to travel within the region. It will be implemented as soon as 
member states put in place technology that will link all the laboratories 
and ensure a seamless operation. Story here.

2.5  “Higher levels of internal trade will help wean Africa off 
its reliance on the external markets so exposed by the 
pandemic.” TMEA Op-Ed highlights the critical ongoing 
AfCFTA efforts during the pandemic.
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Table: Source of data is from Johns Hopkins Resource Centre Here, Worldometers Here and Africa CDC Here.
*Source from Govt situation database. Here  (Data last updated 22.06.2020)

** Tanzania last reported new cases on 29 April 2020
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https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html
https://www.worldometers.info/coronavirus/
https://africacdc.org/covid-19/
https://www.stopcoronavirusrdc.info/
https://www.nation.co.ke/kenya/news/more-than-100-kenyan-trucks-held-by-tanzania-653036
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h13fFjLloTw&feature=youtu.be
https://www.thecitizen.co.tz/news/Tanzania--Kenya-agree-to-end--cross-border-trade-spat/1840340-5578760-cwcr1oz/index.html
https://www.trademarkea.com/press-release/the-eu-supports-trademark-east-africa-with-eur-5-million-to-guarantee-safe-trade-in-kenya/
https://www.businessdailyafrica.com/corporate/shipping/Malaba-link-road-upgrade-to-ease-truck-congestion/4003122-5573722-3tihjqz/index.html
https://www.businessdailyafrica.com/corporate/companies/EAC-Covid-19-certificates-for-truck-drivers/4003102-5574460-b8wlnj/index.html
https://www.theafricareport.com/29557/coronavirus-the-pandemic-doesnt-mean-afcfta-is-on-lockdown/


Uganda
• Police and Ministry of Health officials in Busia District are investigating circumstances under
  which a Kenyan truck driver was found dead in Uganda. Here
• The Chief of Staff Land Forces has urged the public to recognize the vital role being played by long 
  distance truck drivers in the COVID-19 fight. Here
• Reports that Kenya has suspended a recent order that all transit cargo be transported using the 
  Standard Gauge Railway to the Naivasha Inland Container Depot has offered temporary relief to 
  investors in the logistics sector. Here
• Uganda and Rwanda have recorded a 30 per cent and 32 per cent reduction in trade flows, 
  according to a new COMESA report. Here
• The downturn in the Ugandan private sector as a result of Covid-19 continued in May, with further 
  reductions in output, new orders and employment registered. Here
• Uganda Civil Aviation Authority has announced new measures to contain the spread of Covid-19 as 
  it plans the reopening of the country's Entebbe International Airport. Here

Regional Eastern Africa
• How East Africa could bounce back from Covid-19. Here
• President Paul Kagame, Chairperson of the EAC says the region still has many issues to address in 
  order to jointly face challenges presented by Covid-19. Here
• On 11 June 2020, the Finance Ministers of the East African Community (EAC) member countries, 
  except for Rwanda, continued the tradition of the synchronised presentation of their respective 
  budgets. Most of the measures proposed are stimulus packages and social safety net programmes 
  to provide relief from economic hardships as a result of pandemic restrictions, and to facilitate 
  quick economic recovery once the pandemic is brought under control. See highlights Here

DRC
• The unemployment rate in DR Congo could skyrocket amid Covid-19. Here

Ethiopia
• Mastercard Foundation has announced a partnership with small and medium enterprises 
  in Ethiopia to repurpose their factories to manufacture personal  protective equipment. 
  Here
• Ethiopia is looking to its national carrier to help navigate economic shocks from Covid-19. 
  Here
• Ethiopian economy expected to grow by 6 per cent this year, says PM Abiy Ahmed. Here

Somaliland
• The Government of Somaliland’s COVID-19 response and its socio-economic impact. Here

South Sudan
• Both humanitarian and commercial cargo must flow to reduce the threat posed by a deadly
  combination of hunger and Covid-19, according to WFP Country Director in South Sudan. Here

Tanzania
• President Magafuli declares Tanzania Covid-free. Here
• Tanzania’s economic growth is expected to drop to 2.5 per cent in 2020 from 6.9 per cent last year, the 
  World Bank said on Monday, citing the impact of the coronavirus pandemic. Here
• With hundreds of cargo trucks stranded at Tanzania's border posts with Rwanda and Kenya, the
  Tanzania Truck Owners Association (TATOA) has asked the government to re-negotiate with its
  counterparts for permanent solutions. Here
• Tanzania and Rwanda to hold fresh talks over on cargo drivers' row. Here
• World Bank Economic Analysis indicate that Tanzania could seize important opportunities to mitigate 
  negative effects of the Covid-19 Pandemic. Here

Kenya
• The High Court in Kenya has suspended the notice issued by the Ministry of Transport 
  making it compulsory from 1ST June 2020 for goods detained for Uganda, Rwanda and 
  South Sudan to be transported from the Port of Mombasa by Standard Gauge Railway 
  (SGR) to the Naivasha Inland Container Depot. According to the petitioner, the claim that 
  the measure would help contain the COVID-19 pandemic is not backed by any scientific 
  study.
• Kenya’s foreign direct investment (FDI) inflows fell $294 million (Sh31.3 billion) last year, 
  annual estimates by a UN agency show, partly reflecting depressed growth in new jobs 
  that has been worsened by the global coronavirus pandemic. Here
• Kenya's trade deficit drops KSh 33.6 billion on corona woes. Here
• On June 6TH, the President of Kenya announced a 30-day extension to the nationwide 
  dusk-to-dawn curfew and other restrictions as the country continues to grapple with 
  rising cases.

Mozambique
• Half the workers in Mozambique’s transport sector are at risk of unemployment, and 
  1,200 have already been suspended. Here
• Mozambique Airlines (LAM) has once again postponed the resumption of direct flights 
  between Maputo and Lisbon. Here
• Mozambican NGO Centre for Democracy and Development (CDD) says government’s 
  decision to restrict Covid-19 financial support for the informal sector until registered with 
  the Tax Authority is economic exclusion. Here

Rwanda
• An extraordinary cabinet meeting held on June 16TH resolved that hotels be allowed to 
  host gatherings, meetings and conferences effective immediately. Here
• Rusizi district and Rusumo bordering DRC, and Kirehe district bordering Tanzania have 
  remained the most affected by COVID-19 as rest of the country contemplates a return to 
  normalcy. Here
• Local businesses have been invited to apply for funding under the Economic Recovery 
  Fund, a two-year facility established by the Government to accelerate the recovery of 
  Covid-19 hit businesses. Here
• Private tech developers, tour and travel agencies, and others in tourism industry have 
  agreed that digital tourism is new approach to help recovery from the effects of  
  Covid-19. Here

3. Country and Regional Updates and Media Links
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https://born2invest.com/articles/the-unemployment-rate-in-dr-congo-could-skyrocket/
https://addisstandard.com/news-mastercard-foundation-commits-3-2-m-to-support-enterprises-through-production-repurposing-to-respond-to-covid-19-in-ethiopia/
https://www.bnnbloomberg.ca/ethiopia-looks-to-its-airline-for-an-exports-boost-1.1447651
https://newbusinessethiopia.com/economy/ethiopia-expects-6-percent-economic-growth/
https://www.businessdailyafrica.com/news/Kenya-foreign-direct-investment-falls-by-Sh31bn/539546-5577744-fubarsz/index.html
https://www.businessdailyafrica.com/news/Kenya-trade-deficit-drops-Sh33-6bn-on-corona-woes/539546-5572550-maa2qj/index.html
https://clubofmozambique.com/news/covid-19-half-of-all-transport-workers-at-risk-of-losing-jobs-says-cta-watch-162967/
https://clubofmozambique.com/news/lam-postpones-flights-to-lisbon-162754/
https://clubofmozambique.com/news/covid-19-ngo-accuses-mozambican-government-of-economic-exclusion-162515/
https://www.ktpress.rw/2020/06/covid-19-rwanda-communities-on-two-rivers-most-affected/
https://www.newtimes.co.rw/news/covid-19-hotels-allowed-host-meetings
https://allafrica.com/stories/202006100202.html
https://login.microsoftonline.com/71dd2498-0b95-4eb5-8b08-940c9ea4bfb8/oauth2/authorize?client_id=00000003-0000-0ff1-ce00-000000000000&response_mode=form_post&protectedtoken=true&response_type=code%20id_token&resource=00000003-0000-0ff1-ce00-000000000000&scope=openid&nonce=C08659F6747B78D24E7EF0A312DB7434BDFC8FF14DE2E79C-919C31D921FC29E035BF95DB67300BE457E90C613127B771378B365FE1EE71B9&redirect_uri=https:%2F%2Ftrademarkea-my.sharepoint.com%2F_forms%2Fdefault.aspx&wsucxt=1&cobrandid=11bd8083-87e0-41b5-bb78-0bc43c8a8e8a&client-request-id=5126619f-40d7-a000-a083-e0e7adbdad8f
https://www.horndiplomat.com/2020/06/15/somaliland-and-covid-19-government-response-and-socio-economic-impact/
https://www.cnbcafrica.com/africa-press-office/2020/06/09/coronavirus-south-sudan-world-food-programme-resumes-direct-deliveries-of-emergency-food-to-south-sudan-from-kenya/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-52966016
https://www.standardmedia.co.ke/article/2001374685/tanzania-s-economic-growth-to-fall-to-2-5-per-cent-in-2020
https://allafrica.com/stories/202006090425.html
https://www.thecitizen.co.tz/news/Tanzania-and-Rwanda-to-hold-fresh-talks-over-on-cargo/1840340-5573448-ymrsqiz/index.html
https://www.einnews.com/pr_news/518925454/coronavirus-tanzania-world-bank-economic-analysis-says-tanzania-can-seize-important-opportunities-to-mitigate-negative-effects-of-the-covid-19
https://www.monitor.co.ug/News/National/Kenyan-truck-driver-dies-Uganda---/688334-5576494-ay0eoe/index.html
https://www.pmldaily.com/news/2020/06/truck-drivers-are-essential-partners-in-the-covid-19-fight-gen-kyanda.html
https://www.standardmedia.co.ke/article/2001375469/why-uganda-is-opposed-to-naivasha-cargo-plan
https://www.monitor.co.ug/Business/Commodities/Covid19-Uganda-Rwanda-imports-drop-new-report/688610-5577932-1393u8dz/index.html
https://www.busiweek.com/business-activity-continues-to-fall-in-uganda/
https://www.theeastafrican.co.ke/business/Uganda-institutes-prevention-measures-ahead-of-airport-reopening/2560-5573410-6yb1is/index.html
https://oecd-development-matters.org/tag/east-africa/?utm_source=tralac+Newsletter&utm_campaign=66e40a6627-Daily_News_08082019_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_a95cb1d7ad-66e40a6627-311114237
https://www.ktpress.rw/2020/06/covid-19-we-still-have-issues-to-address-as-the-eac-president-kagame/
https://home.kpmg/ke/en/home/insights/2020/06/east_africa_budget_analysis.html

